.4i.]   Courtcnay's lines on Johnsons school.         22;
By studying him, acquir'd that classick taste, Which high in Shakspeare's fane thy statue plac'd. Near Johnson STEEVENS stands, on scenick ground, Acute, laborious, fertile, and profound. Ingenious HAWKESWORTH -to this school we owe, And scarce the pupil from the tutor know. Here early parts accomplish'd JONES sublimes, And science blends with Asia's lofty rhymes: Harmonious JONES !  who in his splendid strains Sings Camdeo's sports, on Agra's flowery plains : In Hindu fictions while we fondly trace Love and the Muses, deck'd with Attick grace. Amid these names can BOSWELL be forgot, Scarce by North Britons now esteem'd a Scot1 ? Who to the sage devoted from his youth, • Irubib'd from him the sacred love of truth ; The keen research, the exercise of mind, And that best art, the art to know mankind.— Nor was his energy confm'd alone To friends around his philosophick throne; Its influence wide improved our lettered isle, And lucid vigour marked the general style : As Nile's proud waves, swoln from their oozy bed, First o'er the neighbouring meads majestick spread ; Till gathering force, they more and more expand, And with new virtue fertilise the land.'
. Johnson's language, however, must be allowed to be too masculine for the delicate gentleness of female writing. His ladies, therefore, seem strangely formal, even to ridicule ; and are well denominated by the names which he has given them, as Misella2, Zozima, Properantia, Rhodoclia.
' The following observation in Mr. Boswell's Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides [p. 9] may sufficiently account for that Gentleman's being 'now scarcely esteem'd a Scot' by many of his countrymen :—' If he [Dr. Johnson] was particularly prejudiced against the Scots, it was because they were more in his way; because he thought their success in
because he could not but see in them that nationality which, I believe, no liberal-minded Scotchman will deny.' Mr. Boswell, indeed, is so free from national prejudices,   that he might with equal propriety have been described as—                          t ' Scarce   by   South   Britons   now esteem'd a Scot.'
COURTENAY.     BOSWELL.
TT«~1----Aorks, ii. 397], mas Tunbridge school, whom I hf down in my list [post, under ! 1784] of those who have som not unsuccessfully imitated Dr son's style. BOSWELL,; a mixture of heterogeneous words, brought together from distant regions, with terms originally appropriated to one art, and drawn by violence into the service of another. He must however be confessed to have augmented our philosophical diction. . . His in-fonds we speak, nay the breath we emit, is not more vague and common than our thoughts, when divulged in print.' Chambers's Preface, p. xxiii.
